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COMBINED WITH A. A. S. L. NEWS LETTER 


Message from Martha M. Parks, 
Division President 


In spite of the uncertainty of obtaining 
hotel accommodations at Buffalo, there was 
a large and enthusiastic group in atten- 
dance at all sessions of the first A.L.A. 
Conference in four years. The Division 
and Section boards and committees took 
full advantage of this opportunity to dis- 
cuss and in many cases to arrive at deci- 
sions about plans and activities which 
had been carried on by correspondence. 

The most momentous decision, perhaps, 
was the vote by the Division Board to 
accept the recommendation of the A.A.S.L. 
to combine the A.A.S.L. News Letter with 
Top of the News into an enlarged quar- 
terly publication to be called Top of the 
News which would be sent free to all 
members of the Division. This number 
of Top of the News is the first issue pub- 
lished under the new plan. 

Louise LeFevre agreed to serve as edi- 
tor of the first issue only, with Evelyn 
Sickels taking over the editorship for the 
next three issues in 1946-47. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Walraven as former editor of the 
News Letter was named by the Division 
Board (mail vote) as associate editor for 
1946-47 and editor for 1947-48. 

The 4.4.S.L. News Letter has been 
such a success that the Association had 
investigated means of expanding it into 
a printed publication. The A.A.S.L. spe- 
cial committee and board of directors in 
their study, felt that combination of the 
News Letter and Top of the News in a 
stronger and larger bulletin with more 
content material was preferable to two 
separate bulletins. The Division board 
endorsed this suggestion. 

Financing a satisfactory bulletin will 
require special help in the beginning. Un- 
til a committee working on finances can 
secure funds, it was agreed to combine 
the budgets for Top of the News and the 


A.A.S.L. News Letter (approximately $500 
each) and issue this expanded Top of the 
News. The Division is indebted to the 
A.A.S.L. for helping to make Top of the 
News an important professional bulletin. 
It is hoped that during the coming year 
means to finance an enlarged bulletin 
can be found. 


A.L.A. Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People 


Division Officers Are Listed on the Inside 
Of the Front Cover 


Board of Directors: 


In addition to the officers the Board 
consists of the following: 

Mrs. Ruth Evans Babcock, Supervisor, 
School Libraries, State Education 
Department, Albany, New York. 

Mrs. Katherine Watson, Head, Chil- 
dren’s Work, Public Library, 
Denver 2, Colorado. 

Louise Singley, Head, Children’s 
Work, Public Library, Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan. 

Margaret Fraser, Galt Collegiate In- 
stitute and Vocational School Li- 
brary, Galt, Ontario. 

Agnes Krarup, Head, Schools De- 
partment, Library Association, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Elizabeth D. Briggs, Director, Work 
with Children, Cleveland Public 
Library, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, School 
Library Adviser, State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Helen Fuller, Supervisor, Work with 
Boys and Girls, Public Library, 
Long Beach, California. 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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A.L.A. CONFERENCE 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Elizabeth D. Brigas 
Buffalo, June 16 - 22, 1946. 


All members of the Division will wish 
to read reports of the A.L.A. Conference 
meetings of the Division and its sections 
in the Proceedings number of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin and the Annual Report of the 
Division in the September issue. 


Despite all the obstacles which loomed 
so large during the spring months, ses- 
sions were well attended in view of the 
modest total Conference attendance of 
less than 2400. Even the Division busi- 
ness meeting on Monday morning which 
opened with the minimum quorum of 50 
closed with nearly three times that num- 
ber present, although arrivals were delayed 
and conflicts with other meetings or ap- 
pointments kept some members away. Only 
the briefest summaries of committee re- 
ports can be given space in the Proceed- 
ings but members may, nevertheless, be 
proud of the accomplishments of their 
committee representatives and of the de- 
velopment and progress made by organi- 
zation groups. The recordings project 
which in six months brought more than 
$1200 to the treasury thus assuring its 
continuance and probably further de- 
velopment; publication of School Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow in 1944 and 
manuscripts well under way presenting 
public library service to children and 
young people; the A.A.S.L.’s very help- 
ful new pamphlet on planning school li- 
brary quarters, “Dear Mr. Architect”; 
the blue prints in process for a joint at- 
tack on problems involved in training 
and recruiting; the Y.P.R.R.T.’s move- 
ment to establish a Youth Library in 
every community—an objective under- 
taken in cooperation with the National 
Federation of Women’s Clubs; an en- 
larged Top of the News: these are only 
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a few of the activities and plans reported 
at various sessions and discussed at odd 
moments whenever and wherever small 
groups formed. 


As always the Newbery-Caldecott din- 
ner sponsored by the Children’s Library 
Association was a gala occasion. The 
Buffalo Public Library staff served tea 
at the library to conference visitors each 
afternoon and, through their well or- 
ganized committees, contributed in every 
possible way to the success of the confer- 
ence program. On Thursday following 
a tour of school libraries, tea was ar- 
ranged at the Town Club by the Buffalo 
school librarians and the School Section 
of the New York Library Association. 
Members of the staff of the branch, chil- 
dren’s and school departments of the 
Buffalo Public Library were hostesses at 
a reception and tea at the Town Club 
on Monday afternoon. Luncheon meet- 
ings were held by both the A.A.S.L. and 
the Y.P.R.R.T. 


General session programs were marked 
by variety of topic and presentation pat- 
tern. - Discussions of current developments 
and needs in all fields of service to chil- 
dren and young people gave much food 
for thought, and papers presented by 
guest speakers and A.L.A. members alike 
were provocative and challenging. Mem- 
bers of the Division who were present 
as well as those who were not will want 
to read and ponder all published ad- 
dresses and reports. 


The opportunity to renew old friend- 
ships, to make new ones, to hear com- 
petent speakers on subjects of profes- 
sional interest, and especially to ex- 
change ideas and opinions verbally in- 
stead of by correspondence or through 
printed material overshadowed all else 
and it is probably safe to say that the 
majority of Division members left Buf- 
falo with an increased sense of satisfac- 
tion in their choice of a career and a 
clearer vision of needs and opportunities 
that lie ahead. 
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AASL NEWS LETTER 


NEWBERY-CALDECOTT 
AWARDS BANQUET 


Hotel Statler, Buffalo, June 18, 1946 


Seven hundred guests witnessed the 
awarding of the John Newbery and Ran- 
dolph Caldecott Medals, June 18th in the 
ballroom of the Statler Hotel in Buffalo, 
New York. Favors for the dinner car- 
ried the author’s names and the winning 
titles, as well as a small reproduction of 
a drawing from each book. 

This banquet meeting was one of the 
largest in the history of the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young Peo- 
ple. Harriet Leaf of Akron, Ohio, and 
Chairman of the Children’s Library As- 
sociation presided and Frederic Melcher, 
founder and donor of both awards, acted 
as toastmaster, 

Mr. Melcher expressed his appreciation 
of the gifts presented to him in absentia 
last year by the Children’s Librarians, in 
honor of his fiftieth anniversary in the 
publishing business. Since he was in 
England at the time and the gifts were 
accepted for him by his son, Daniel, Mr. 
Melcher had not had an opportunity to 
give voice to his appreciation. He showed 
the two gifts, a first edition of a Newbery 
and a Caldecott, to the large, enthusiastic 
audience. 

Lois Lenski, author-artist of the New- 
bery winner, Strawberry Girl, expressed 
her gratitude for the reception of the 
book but was sure that no_ single 
title, rather the whole series, had con- 
tributed to the success accorded her latest 
effort. Believing that children enjoy 
reading about other children, Miss Lenski 
has as her purpose the broadening of their 
knowledge and sympathies by portraying 
authentically the ways of living in various 
specific regions. She gave an interesting 
account of how she actually lives in an 
area until she has become a part of it 
before she writes about it. That the series 
is far from completed is a heartening note 
for her many admirers. 

Maude and Miska Petersham, the very 
popular couple-partnership artists, received 
the Caldecott award for their lovely book 
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of folk-jingles, The Rooster Crows. They 
are the second such “team” to win this 
highly coveted award. They accepted 
jointly, by relay so to speak, as they had 
worked jointly. Their acceptance talks, 
keyed to their book being honored, were 
clever and amusing. 
RUNNERS-UP FOR THE NEWBERY 
AND CALDECOTT AWARDS: 
Newbery Medal runners-up: Justin Mor- 
gan had a Horse by Marguerite Henry 
(Wilcox and Follett): The Moved Out- 
ers by Florence Crannell Means (Hough- 
ton): Bhimsa, the Dancing Bear by Chris- 
tine Weston (Scribner) and New Found 
World by K. B. Shippen (Viking). 
Caldecott Medal runners-up: Little 
Lost Lamb, illus. by Leonard Weisgard 
(Doubleday) ; Sing Mother Goose, illus. 
by Marjorie Torrey (Dutton) ; My Moth- 
er is the Most Beautiful Woman in the 
World, Illus. by Ruth Gannett( Howell, 
Soskin) and You Can Write Chinese by 
Kurt Wiese (Viking). 


WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE 
TEACHING PROFESSION 
Anna Clark Kennedy 


At the invitation of the National Edu- 
cation Association the Division of Li- 
braries for Children and Young People 
of the American Library Association was 
responsible for providing a book exhibit 
for the World Conference of the Teach- 
ing Profession. This conference was held 
at the Homestead at Endicott, New York, 
from August seventeenth to August thir- 
tieth. 

For the exhibit children’s books and 
young people’s books were recommended 
and loaned by several libraries. The Li- 
brary Service Division of the U, S. Office 
of Education loaned its collections of Lat- 
in-American materials in Spanish and in 
English. The library of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Union supplied a number of titles 
in Portuguese. The New York Public Li- 
brary contributed titles selected from its 
collection of foreign picture books. The 
library of the U. S. Office of Education 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE 
TEACHING PROFESSION 


(Continued from Page 3) 


provided an exhibit of children’s books 
published abroad during the war. Ca- 
nadian books in English and in French 
were recommended by the Toronto Public 
Library. Titles in English were supplied 
by the New York State Library and those 
in French were loaned throught the State 
Library by La Bibliotheque des Enfants 
of Montreal. Titles in English repre- 
senting child welfare in all lands, books 
traditionally children and 
young people living in the United States, 
and books presenting contemporary life 
in our land were loaned by the New 
York State Library and its Traveling Li- 
braries’ Section and from the exhibit col- 
lections developed by the school and pub- 
lic library supervisors of the New York 
State Education Department. 


known by 


During the entire conference period, li- 
brarians were present to interpret the ex- 
hibit and to supply information about 
books and libraries; two being in atten- 
dance each day. 


The committee for the exhibit appointed 
by Elizabeth Briggs while she was presi- 
dent of the Division consisted of Anna 
Clark Kennedy, School Library Super- 
visor, New York State Education Depart- 
ment, Chairman; Maria Cimino, Assistant 
Librarian, Children’s Department, New 
York Public Library; and Jean Thomson, 
of the Boys and Girls House, Toronto 
Public Library. The librarians who as- 
sisted the committee were: Ruth Evans 
Babcock, School Library Supervisor, New 
York State Education Department; Marie 
Gustafson, Public Library Supervisor, New 
York State Education Department; and 
Elaine Yavis, formerly librarian of East 
Junior High School, Binghamton, and dur- 
ing the war a member of the staff of 
Special Services, U. S. Army. 
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UNESCO MONTH 


Jean Thomson, Chairman International 
Relations Committee: 


UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) 
month is being observed in the United 
States from October 28th to November 
30th. Libraries throughout the country are 
being asked to show their good will 
toward it and to offer support to its 
foundation. It has been pointed out that 
this organization is, as yet, only a docu- 
ment. If it is not given solid support by 
people everywhere, it will not be able 
to live up to its promise. Those of you 
who have read the report of the American 
delegation to the London conference 
(where the constitution was drawn up) 
will realize what a potential force such 
a body will be in creating international 
understanding. Its high aims of uni- 
versal education, of sharing each country’s 
scientific and cultural gifts with others, 
will never be truly successful if they re- 
main exclusively in the hands of the 
intellectuals and the academicians. These 
aims and ideals must be understood and 
shared by everyone, in order that the best 
inheritance man has to give will become 
the common property, not of the intellec- 
tuals alone but of all mankind. 


With young people, we will have to dig 
our foundation deep and go back to our 
books, those ‘‘weapons appropriate in com- 
batting ignorance and mistrust.” Our 
young people, (and particularly our boys 
and girls) may not be able to grasp the 
implications or the ideals and_ theories 
set forth by the UNESCO committee, but 
they can through books build up an atti- 
tude of mind free from intolerance and 
racial prejudice. 


A book is a pony with magic feet. 
Bearing its rider on high adventures. 
—Mate Graye Hunt 
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AASL NEWS LETTER 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


From Chairman Rheta Clark 


“Wouldest that I could teach thee to 
love books more,” the Egyptian teacher 
said to his grandson. And today that 
hope is the desire of many parents, teach- 
ers, and librarians and the goal of the 
members of the American Association of 
School Librarians. 


If librarians are teaching in small 
schools, they have more of an opportunity 
to reach boys and girls through personal 
contacts and to know and to share with 
them an enthusiasm for books. If they are 
working in large schools, they have to be 
more systematic in their approach to un- 
derstanding and appreciating children’s 
and young people’s reading interests and 
abilities. 


Last year in working on an enrichment 
program in a reading survey, a group 
found on reading test scores a reading 
range of at least six grades in most 
elementary school classes, and a greater 
range in high school classes—sometimes 
a range of ten grades, from the fourth to 
the fourteenth. 


In addition to knowing the pupil’s read- 
ing scores, it is helpful for librarians to 
know the pupils’ reading interests and 
experiences. One of the best ways to 
learn is to have pupils keep reading rec- 
ords, listing all the books and magazines 
they read, from comics, western and mys- 
tery stories, to good fiction and informa- 
tive books, the date they begin and fin- 
ish a book, or the portion of the book 
they read. Listing similar information 
about movies, radio programs, and rec- 
ord playing will prove to be illuminating. 


Knowing these facts about particular 
pupils in a school, librarians can more 
readily provide books and materials on 
the reading levels and according to the 
reading interests of pupils. They can 
work with parents and teachers in devis- 
ing ways for acquainting children with 
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Rheta Clark 
Chairman, A.A.S.L. 


the stories and book characteers to which 
all American children are entitled as their 
heritage. 


In the schooil year of 1946-47 in at- 
tempting to create a love of reading and 
to widen pupils’ horizons in terms of 
their reading interests and abilities, let 
us provide good stories and books, films, 
records, and other materials which are 
of timely interest to children and young 
people in the air age; which give accu- 
rate information about the culture of the 
people within our own country and in 
other countries of the world, particularly 
Russia and her people; which popularize 
atomic energy as a means of constructive, 
happy living rather than primarily for 
use as a weapon; and which‘set ideals 
for peaceful living among nations in 
terms of human values rather than ma- 
terial gains. 








BUFFALO CONFERENCE 
June 16-22, 1946. 


The American Association of School 
Librarians was an active group during 
the Buffalo Conference. There were three 
formal meetings: a business meeting fea- 
turing committee reports, a general ses- 
sion honoring chairmen who were in of- 
fice during the war years, and a program 
meeting with a panel discussion on con- 
sultant services available to school li- 
brarians. There were, in addition, a tea 
at the Town Club, a luncheon at Hotel 
Statler, and three tours of school libraries. 
The Executive Board had two meetings. 


The Proceedings number of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin has a re ~rt of the meetings. 
But since space in’ ~ Bulletin was strictly 
rationed, much us 1+ material had to be 
omitted. The follc. ing brief extracts of 
talks and news of committee work are in 
the nature of a supplementary report. 


Libraricn As Member of Curriculum 
Planning Committees 


Dorotha Dawson, City Supervisor, De- 
troit Public Schools, spoke at the Satur- 
day morning meeting as a member of the 
panel discussing “Some Consultant Serv- 
ices Available to School Librarians.” She 
discussed city requirements for status and 
salary, library schedules and hours, policy 
in regard to book selection, book orders 
and lists, book buying and technical pro- 
cessing, curriculum planning, and special 
projects in which the schools and the 
librarians are engaged. 


While many members of the A.A.S.L. 
work in towns and cities where there is 
no centralized administration of libraries, 
Miss Dawson’s Section about curriculum 
planning has implications for all of us. 
Every curriculum committee in every 
school needs a librarian as one of its 
members. She may have to volunteer her 
services, but the materials aspect of cur- 
riculum making is sometimes neglected or 
poorly done. Says Miss Dawson: 
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The problem of curriculum plan- 
ning falls into four categories. The 
first is planning the curriculum for 
the Department of School Libraries. 

The second is the curriculum plan- 
ning involved in helping other de- 
partments, such as social studies, 
English, and science. 

A third responsibility in curriculum 
planning arises from committee work 
in the Division of Instruction. The 
department is represented on special 
and regular committees, and gives 
special help to supervisors from other 
departments who also serve on such 
committees. 


The Lack of Trained Librarians 


Nora Beust, Specialist for School and 
Children’s Librarians, U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation, also a member of the panel group 
discussing Consultant Services said: 

The total number of librarians re- 
ported in 1941-42 (in Statistics of 
Public School Libraries 1941-42) was 
12,787. Of this number, 41.03 per- 
cent are employed full time in com- 
parison with 30.28 percent employed 
as reported in 1934-35. The gain in 
proportion of full-time librarians re- 
ported is especially encouraging as 
categories of specified training in li- 
brary science for librarians were in- 
cluded for the first time on the 1941- 
42 questionnaire. 

The lack of librarians and especial- 
ly the lack of professionally trained 
full time librarians is one of the 
greatest needs that must be supplied 
if schools are to have effective library 
service. 


Report of Progress in State 
Supervision 


“Regional Supervision” was the title of 
the talk made at Buffalo by Nancy Hoyle. 
Field Worker for the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
for the year ending September, 1946. Miss 
Hoyle said, in part: 
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AASL NEWS LETTER 


Not only are my salary and travel 
paid by the General Education Board, 
but that organization which has con- 
tributed so much to the improvement 
of education in the South, indicated 
at the time of my appointment that 
it was willing to subsidize the initia- 
tion of school library supervisory pro- 
grams in each of the fourth Southern 
State Departments of Education which 
lacked school library supervisors— 
Kentucky, Mississippi, South Caro- 
lina, and Texas... 

Promotion of state library supervi- 
sion in the four Southern states with- 
out it, has meant working with mem- 
bers of state departments of educa- 
tion, state boards of education, state 
library associations, state library ex- 
tension divisions, and library train- 
ing agencies of the several states. 
Through personal interviews, corres- 
pondence, and talks with interested 
groups, the regional Field Representa- 
tive has attempted to present the serv- 
ices which a state school library sup- 
ervisor might be expected to perform, 
where she might fit into the organ- 
ization set-up of the state department 
of education, and how the department 
could secure a school library super- 
visor. Throught the generosity of the 
General Education Board, Texas has 
just added a school library supervisor 
to its State Department of Education, 
and Mississippi and South Carolina 
have made arrangements to do so by 
the fall of 1946. That will leave 
only Kentucky without such a super- 
visor. 


NEW JERSEY SCHOOL LIBRARY 
COUNCIL 


In New Jersey the School Library As- 
sociation sponsors a student assistant or- 
ganization which is called the New Jersey 
School Library Council. This organiza- 
tion has its own officers and, before the 
war, held two meetings each year—usual- 
ly at the schools where the current offi- 
cers were students during the war when 
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travel was banned, there were some 
county meetings. One Council would in- 
vite others in the county to tea and a 
program. Library assistants enjoy at- 
tending these meetings and exchanging 
ideas and discussing common problems. 
Some fine friendships have been a by- 
product. 

Librarians who have sponsored this or- 
ganization feel, too, that it offers oppor- 
tunities to recruit future librarians. At 
the 1946 spring meeting, talks were made 
by several librarians about the opportun- 
ities in various fields of library work. 
One of the librarians in Newark wrote 
a radio script which described the fun 
and advantages of being a student li- 
brary assistant. 

Dorothy Buckley, President, 
New Jersey School Library Ass’n. 


A SCHOOL LIBRARY COMES 
ALIVE 

A School Library Comes Alive is the 
title of an appealing and well-illustrated 
pamphlet describing the library services 
offered in the George Washington High 
School, Indianapolis, Indiana. The Fore- 
word states: 

A committee of librarians who vis- 
ited George Washington High School 
in October, 1945, found an unusual 
plan in operation at the school in re- 
gard to a close coordination between 
library management and pupil activ- 
ity. 

At their request the principal, Mr. 
Walter Gingery, called a committee 
meeting of the three librarians, the 
heads of science, social studies, and 
English departments, and the advisor 
of the school publication. Could a 
bulletin be written to explain this 
plan to other schools which might be 
interested? It could. It was...” 

A social studies library and a science 
library adjacent to and a part of the 
main library are interesting innovations. 
Mr. Gingery has generously consented to 
mail copies on request to interested li- 
brarians as long as the supply of the 
brochure lasts. - 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF 
A.A.S.L.— 1946-47 


Chairman, Rheta A. Clark, School Library 
Supervisor, Public Library Commission, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

Vice-Chairman, Marjorie Van Deusen, 
6060 Hayes Avenue, Los Angeles 42, 
California. 

Secretary. Mrs. Margaret K. Walraven, 
N. R. Crozier Technical High School, 
Dallas, Texas. 

Treasurer, Edna. V. Ballard, Junior High 
School Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Directors: Genevieve J. Geiger, Haver- 
ford Township Senior High School, 
Brookline, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 
Edna E. Gustafson, West High School, 
Denver, Colorado. 

Frances Henne, Graduate Library 

School, University of Chicago, Chicago, 

Illinois, 

Association directors for the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People 
are: 

Mrs. Ruth Evans Babcock, State Depart- 
ment of Education, Albany, New York. 

Margaret Fraser*, Galt Collegiate Insti- 
tute and Vocational School Library, 
Galt, Ontario. 

Agnes Krarup, Head, School Department, 
Library Association, Portland, Oregon. 
A.A.S.L. Committee Appointments 
Rheta Clark announces the following ap- 
pointments to standing committee chair- 

manships: 

Audio-visual, Margaret Rufsvold, Library 
Service Department, University of In- 
diana, Bloomington, Indiana. 

*When Sue Hefley became Division 
Secretary, she resigned as A.A.S.L, Divi- 
sion Board member, and Margaret Fraser 
was selected by the Board to serve in her 
place. 

Budget, Genevieve Geiger, Haverford 
Township Senior High School, Brook- 
line, Upper Darby, Pa. 

*When Sue Hefley became Division 
Secretary, she resigned as A.A.S.L. Divi- 
sion Board member, and Margaret Fraser 
was elected by the Board to serve in her 
place. 
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Constitution, Marion Allen, Gilbert School 
Library, Winsted, Connecticut. 

Educational Literature Service, Margaret 
I. Lee, Butler Hall, 400 West 119th, 
New York. 

Magazine Evaluation, Laura Martin, Uni- 
versity of Kentucky, Lexington. 

Membership, Frances Henne, Graduate 
Library School, University of Chicago. 

Nominating, Miriam Snow, Western 
Washington College of Education, Bel- 
lingham, Washington. 

Planning School Library Quarters, Sue 
Hefley, State Department of Education, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Professional Literature Committee, Nancy 
Hoyle, Department of Library Science, 
College of William and Mary, Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia. 

Reading for Background, Agnes Shields, 
State Library, Salem, Oregon. 

School Library Service and the Adult 
Education Program, Roberta M. Everitt, 
High School, Gloversville, New York. 

Statistics, Louise F. Rees, State Library, 
Lansing, Michigan. 

The following were appointed chair- 
men of special committees: 

Honorary Members, Anna Clark Kennedy, 
State Department of Education, Albany, 
New York. 

International School Library News, Mar- 
ion Horton, Board of Education, Los 
Angeles, California. 

Promotion of School Library Standards, 
Azile Wofford, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington. 

Publication, Finance, Frances Henne, 
Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

Quill and Scroll, Louise Anthony, Com- 
munity High School, Dupo, Illinois. 


NEW COMMITTEES 


Two new committees are at work— 
Quill and Scroll, created at Mid-Winter 
meeting in Chicago, December, 1945, and 
Honorary Members, voted at the Buffa- 
lo Conference. Louise Anthony prefaced 
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WHERE THE MONEY GOES 


Annual Report of the Treasurer of A.A.S.L. 
July 1, 1945 — June 30, 1946 


Receipts 
Cash balance forward from June 30, 1945 $1380.12 
Membership dues through June 30, 1946 $510.18 
I ai netic icntial Dlsiphi  a dial avinaniae Neds 4.35 
I 5iisiscs incnisin ad nia eicthceditieipaiabhion 2.07 
ee Ee 41.52 
i eee... Se 121.67 
Total Receipts for fiscal year ended June 30, 1946 649.79 
er ee GE iced oda $2,029.91 
Disbursements 
Printing and stationery. =... ._.... 285.79 
Rene SETHE sg Ur ee 76.99 
PUN ak oa Ri cee iad 198.02 
I a ees ea 426.53 
PMR sso 3 ol eg ee oo ee 371.67 
CINE iia cscs a Steins secede ee 75.50 
Miscellaneous: 
; Bonds (2) for treasurer___.______~_ 10.00 
A.L.A. and N.E.A,. Joint Committee 60.00 
TE TI Si eiciesnccpint ices aden 5.10 
Quill and Scroll Project _.-.----- 18.00 
I WES... Ansan a ccteuiaeeie 27.01 120.11 
‘Total Disbursements for fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1946_____________ 1554.79 
TOTAL CASH ON HAND, 
SUI Sy PPR seein Scie 475.12 


ce RE AEee 


ass ead 


Edna V. Ballard, Treasurer 





NEW COMMITTEES 
(Continued from Page 8) 
her report of the work of Quill and 
Scroll with the following explanation: 
Each year Quill and Scroll, internation- 
al honorary society for high school journ- 
alists, plans a project in order that their 
members may have practical experience 
in publicity activities in a public rela- 
tions program. 
This coming school year, 1946-47, 
the A.A.S.L. was asked to cooperate with 
Quill and Scroll in planning a project 


1946 


which their members would explore the 
services and activities of their own school 
libraries to improve their services. Such 
was the work designed for our committee. 

However, plans for the execution of 
the project have not been completed, and 
the Executive Board voted to postpone the 
project for one year. 

The Honorary Members Committee is 
to work out details for honoring pioneer 
school librarians. It has been suggested 
that an omnibus volume of biographical 
sketches might eventually result. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION 
Officers, 1946-47 


Chairman: Helen Fuller, (Chairman, 

Children’s Library Association) 
Vice-chairman: Mrs. Elizabeth Brand, 

(Chairman, Young People’s Reading 

Round Table) 

Note: The Constitution of the Public 
Library Section provides that the chair- 
men of the Children’s Library Associa- 
tion and the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table shall alternate as chairman 
and vice-chairman of the Public Library 
Section. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 


ASSOCIATION 

Officers, 1946-47 
Chairman: Helen Fuller, Supervisor 
Work with Boys and Girls, Public 


Library, Long Beach 2, California. 

Vice-Chairman: Elizabeth Groves, As- 
sistant Professor, School of Librarian- 
ship, University of Washington, Seattle, 
Washington. 

Secretary: Isabel McLaughlin, Director 
of Work with Children, Public Library, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Treasurer: Helen Bough, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Henry E. Legler Regional 
Branch, Public Library, Chicago, IIli- 
nois. 

Membership: Josephine Lynch, Supervis- 
ing Librarian, Children’s Department, 
Public Library, San Diego, California. 

Book Evaluation: Elizabeth Nesbitt, Pro- 
fessor of Librarianship, Carnegie Tech, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Book Production: Siri Andrews, Chil- 
dren’s Editor, Henry Holt & Co., Inc., 
257 4th Avenue, New York. 

International: Margaretta Smyth, Super- 
visor Work with Schools, Public Li- 
brary, East Orange, New Jersey. 

Professional Training: Della McGregor, 
Chief of Juvenile Division, Public Li- 
brary, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Publicity: Dorothy Lawson, Wylie Branch 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania. 





TOP OF THE NEWS 


A.L.A. Councillor: Virginia Chase, Head 
Boys’ and Girls’ Room, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Director of the Division: Louise Singley, 
Director Work with Children, Public 
Library, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


FORMER CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN 
APPOINTED TO POST IN JAPAN 


Recent press notices to the effect that 
Mrs. Morgan Vining had been appointed 
by the State Department to coach the 
Crown Prince of Japan in an English- 
language course may not have identified 
Mrs. Vining as the author, Elizabeth 
Janet Gray. This tutoring of the twelve- 
year old heir apparent to the throne of 
Japan will begin this fall, 


Mrs, Vining, the widow of a former 
University of North Carolina professor, is 
a graduate of the Drexel Library School 
of Philadelphia and has been a chil- 
dren’s librarian. Following her husband’s 
tragic death in an automobile accident, 
Mrs. Vining gave her serious attention 
to the writing of books for children. Hav- 
ing no children of her own, she has 
nevertheless, come close to the life, inter- 
ests, and understanding of her young 
audience. 


In 1943 Elizabeth Janet Gray’s book, 
Adam of the Road was awarded the John 


Newbery Medal as “the most distin- 
guished contribution (of that year) to 
American Literature for children.” This 


very popular yet most careful writer has 
almost a dozen books to her credit. Her 
two biographies, Penn, and Young Walter 
Scott, as well as her books of fiction, 
have a “great sense of fair play and 
real democracy” running through them. 


American librarians will salute a for- 
mer member of their group and children 
of America will join in wishing for 
Elizabeth Janet Gray a happy and suc- 
cessful mission. May her experiences in 
the Orient provide rich materials for fu- 
ture books from her able pen. 
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MESSAGE FROM HELEN FULLER 
Chairman of C.L.A. 


Knowing, that now in a normal way 
we can look forward each year to gather- 
ing together at convention time to discuss 
problems current to children’s reading 
and children’s books, gives us an added 
inspiration to plan projects for the growth 
of the Children’s Library Association. 

The problem of recruitment is one of 
the most serious confronting us. Mili- 
tary service made deep inroads into our 
ranks of children’s librarians. We need 
to devise definite methods to acquaint 
young people of the opportunity for serv- 
ice that our profession can offer. 


What are the trends in the publishing 
of children’s books? What can we do, as 
workers with children and books, to help 
maintain the basic qualities a good book 
must have, in the midst of the vast and 
cheap output of books that confronts us? 


Many of you know of the work of Miss 
Jinnette who has gone to Tasmania to 
establish library work with children. Our 
association has been asked to prepare a 
buying list for her. More and more will 
come requests of this kind, and rightly 
so, for the Children’s Library Association 
should be the leader in this country to 
stretch out a helping hand to those giving 
library service to children of other coun- 
tries. Our aim is to have our Interna- 
tional Committee work jointly with the 
Division committee. 


Aside from meeting our immediate 
problems, let’s give the new children’s li- 
brarians in our group all the encourage- 
ment and inspiration they are entitled to. 


Within the next four months you will 
be asked to express your choice for the 
Newbery and Caldecott awards. May I 
urge you to answer promptly when that 
times comes. 

I welcome your suggestions at any time. 
Especially do I want to know what im- 
portant issues and problems you would 
like to have discussed at the convention 
in San Francisco next year. 
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This is your association. My part is 
to carry out your wishes and ideas. Work- 
ing together, may the results be such that 
each section member feels that it has 
indeed been worthwhile to have joined 
the Children’s Library Association. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING 
ROUND TABLE 


Message From Chairman, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brand 


It is with pleasure and gratification and 
a feeling of forging ahead that we learn 
of the request from Dr. Baxter, National 
Director of Youth Programs for the Gen- 
eralFederation of Women’s Clubs, for a 
brochure “stimulating and pictorial rather 
than too factual or professional”—on what 
youth libraries contribute to the commun- 
ity. The preparation of this brochure 
is in the hands of a particularly able 
committee, consisting of Jean Roos, Mabel 
Williams, Mrs. Margaret Edwards and 
Amelia Munson, and it is expected that 
it will be ready for the printer this 
autumn. 


A new committee has been created 
whose task it will be to make a country- 
wide survey of work with young people. 
Not since 1937 has any attempt been made 
to compile such a record and it will be 
interesting to learn the results. The ma- 
terial, with the addition of still another 
brochure being prepared by the Standards 
Committee,—tentative title ‘Public Li- 
brary Service for the Teen Age”—will 
bring the literature of young people’s 
work to a new high. 


It is interesting in this connection to 
note that the Literary Guild now has 
a Young People’s Division, and that a 
Teen- Age Book Club has been an- 
nounced. It is indeed a stride forward 
when we realize that publishers are aware 
of the importance of our efforts to reach 
youth today and taking steps to meet 
demands. 
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GREETINGS FROM DENMARE! 


Helen Bough, Children’s Librarian 
Henry E. Legler Branch, Chicago Public 
Library 


Some interesting items on children’s li- 
braries have arrived at the American 
Library Association office from Denmark. 
Frederiksberg sent its leaflet, “Rules for 
the use of the Children’s Library” and 
the annual report of the Frederiksberg 
Community Library for the fiscal year, 
April 1, 1944—March 31, 1945,” which 
includes a separate section for children’s 
libraries. 


A glance at the Annual report shows 
the library working under extreme diffi- 
culties of war. The fact that any semb- 
lance of service was given is the miracle 
of it all, considering that hours were cur- 
tailed by heating and lighting restric- 
tions and that buildings were closed per- 
iodically for repairs. When possible, eve- 
ning hours were allowed one day a 
week to serve employed young people. 


Handicaps notwithstanding, circulation 
figures during the war years were up from 
5 to 14% in the children’s department 
and 27 to 54.9% in the adult. 


In the one page leaflet on rules, which 
naturally gives registration and loaning 
procedures, the last paragraph is particu- 
larly pointed. It is aimed at the par- 
ents and indicates their responsibility for 
books loaned by children and also clafi- 
fies health department regulations in re- 
gard to the loan of books. 


TOP OF THE NEWS 


The contribution from the Copenhagen 
Public Library consisted of three pieces, 
a catalog* of children’s books of 1000 
volumes (1944) and the 1945 supplement 
of 115 volumes. But the prize piece was 
an engaging and decidedly informative 
leaflet called “The Children’s Library.” 
This is a factual introduction to the use 
of the library, with admonitions by word 
and illustration of correct behavior in 
the reading room. The final word is a 
prayer, (with illustration) from the books 
themselves, “Be kind to us, that we may 
reach many children.” The chief vein in 
the leaflet is exemplified by the accom- 
panying illustration which says “Just 
ask!” Beginning with the premise that 
it is fun to be informed and to seek out 
one’s own books, there is the constant re- 
minder, “If you don’t understand and 
can’t find what you wish, just ask!” 


The printed catalog is classified, with 
author, subject and title index to non-fic- 
tion. Information under the main entry is 
author, title, date, age group, country of 
origin, and one line note. In examining 
the titles available to the children of 
Copenhagen one finds a dearth of material 
on American home life and customs. Out- 
side of Alcott, there are Hewes, Heyliger, 
London, Stowe, Twain, and in the little 
peoples class, Disney, Bannerman and 
Leaf. There are numerous books from 
Sweden, Norway, Germany and France, 
with a few of English, Australian and 
Russian origin. 


This seventy page catalog with four 
page color cover, illustrated with engag- 
ing cartoons is a major contribution of 
any library during a year at war under 
enemy occupation. The American Li- 
brary Association recognizes the out- 
standing value to the profession of this 
and the other publications. 


Thank you Denmark! 


* (Fortegnelse over Borne og Ungdoms 


Boger 4. Udgave 1944). 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING 
ROUND TABLE 
Officers 1946-47 


Chairman: Mrs. Elizabeth Brand, Head 
of Service to Young People,, 
Toledo Public Library, Toledo, 
Ohio. 


Secretary: 


Treasurer and Chairman of the Member- 
ship Committee: Doris E. 
Wood, Bookmobile Librarian, 
Public Library, Troy, Ohio. 


Standards Committee 


Mabel Williams, Superinten- 
dent of Work with ‘Schools, 
New York Public Library. 
Jean Roos, Sunervisor, Service 
to Youth, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary. 

Mrs, Margaret Alexander Ed- 
wards, Director of Work with 
Young People, Enoch Pratt Li- 
brary, Baltimore. 

Sarah A. Beard, Consultant, 
School Libraries and Work 
with Children and Young Peo- 
ple, Massachusetts State Li- 
brary Commission, Boston. 
Mrs. Beatrice Schein, Young 
People’s Librarian, Teen Cor- 
ner, Public Library, Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Mrs. Frances Redman Ship- 
man, Readers Adviser to 
Young People, Minneapolis 
Public Library. 

Eleanor Herrmann, Chief of 
Branch Division, St. Paul Pub- 
lic Library. 
Margaret 
Nathan Straus 
York Public 
York City. 


Chairman: 


Scoggin, Librarian, 
Branch, New 
Library, New 


Standing Committee 

Amelia Munson, Assistant 
Superintendent Work with 
Schools, New York Public Li- 
brary. 


Chairman: 
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Isabel Nichol Assistant Pro- 
fessor, School of Librarianship, 
University of Denver. 
Margaret Ward, 
People’s _ Librarian, 
Public Library. 
Mrs. Margaret Alexander Ed- 
wards, Director of Work with 
Young People, Enoch Pratt Li- 
brary, Baltimore. 
Frances Grim, Head, Stevenson 
Room, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary. 

Survey Committee 

Chairman: Eileen Riols, In Charge Vo- 
cational High School Work, 
New York Library. 

Publicity Committee 
To be announced later. 


Young 
Denver 


A REPORT AND AN INVITATION 


The Magazine Evaluation Committee 
is engaged on several projects. An article 
on magazine selection addressed to edu- 
cators was prepared under Ellinor Pres- 
ton’s direction in Richmond, Virginia 
and will probably be published this year. 
A list of magazines is to be included 
in the new edition of BASIC LIST OF 
BOOKS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS, the 
Cooperative Study’s EVALUATIVE 
CRITERIA is to have a thorough revi- 
sion, and tentative plans have been made 
for an annual list of new magazines to be 
published in the WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN. In addition, officers of the 
National Council of Teachers of English 
are considering the preparatfon of a 
book on magazine use for students on 
which our association members would co- 
operate. 

(Continued on Page 16) 


WHY DO THEY COST SO MUCH? 


The enclosed brochure on the cost of 
children’s books is sent through the cour- 
tesy of Eunice Blake of Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, chairman of the C.L.A. Book 
Production Committee. 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 


NEW BROWSING ROOM 
FURNITURE 
Stevenson Room 
Cleveland Public Library 


STEVENSON ROOM'S COMING 
OF AGE PARTY 


Jean C. Roos, Supervisor, 
Youth Department, Cleveland Public 
Library 


The Stevenson Room for Young People 
had a birthday in May. 
To celebrate its coming 


It was twenty- 
one years old. 
of age, a special program was planned, 
along with Open House. 


Weeks before the important date, the 
staff was busily shifting books and mov- 
ing furniture. Why, they were asked, do 
you have to shift books to get ready for 
a birthday party? The reason was a se- 
cret. A new and informal browsing al- 
cove greeted the visitors, who came to 
Open House. A small room with shelving 
on all four sides is furnished with low, 
comfortable chairs of pickled pine with 
leather seats and backs in a coral shade, 
low tables, and floor lamps that produce 
a warm, soft light. On the top shelves 
around the room are signs with lettering 
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in rose and outlined in dark red, that 
read in order: Covering the World, Foot- 
lights, Sketches, Poetry, Cues for You, 
Young Moderns, Adventure Calls, Hobby 
Review, Passing Parade, Personal His- 
tory, and Careers. The three shelves be- 
low the signs are devoted to the special 
collections and a rose strip divides the 
special collections from the books on the 
lower shelves and adds color and breadth 
to the room. “This is sharp,” “Oh, how 
nice,” and many more exclamations were 
heard from the young people. 

One evening was devoted to a special 
anniversary program. Jean C. Roos, 
Supervisor of the Youth Department, told 
about the beginning of the Stevenson 
Room, how it got its name, and the de- 
velopment of work with young people. 
Miss Linda A. Eastman and Miss Annie 
Spencer Cutter were honored for their 
part in the planning of youth service. 
The Passing Parade of Books was the 
theme of thé second half of the program 
in which the young people participated. 
A special feature was TRIAL BY 
READER: MILL ON THE FLOSS; a 
re-enactment of a radio program present- 
ed by the Division of English, Cleveland 
Public High Schools, over Station WBOE. 
A panel of our senior high school students 
discussed the parade of books, 1925-1946. 
One of the issues raised was: Are young 
people in 1946 interested in the books 
that young people were reading in 1925? 

Open House was held every evening. 
Four hostesses, who were high school 
girls, were present to welcome the visi- 
tors. A broadcast over one of the local 
stations with the four students of the 
panel presenting some of the books popu- 
lar from 1925-1946 brought to a close 
the coming of age celebration. 


A YOUTH PROGRAM: ROADS 
TO WORLD UNDERSTANDING 
Jean C. Roos—Cleveland Public Library, 
Youth Department 
ROADS TO WORLD UNDERS- 
TANDING, an educational program for 
youth was sponsored jointly by the Jun- 
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ior Council on World Affairs, The Cleve- 
land Press World Friends’ Club, and the 
Youth Department of the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library. The programs were planned 
to develop better world citizenship and 
greater understanding of the problems of 
living together in “One World.” Eight 
programs were devoted to key countries 
and circled the globe. 


During the series many roads or tech- 
niques to understanding were explored, 
such as movies, talks, interviews, letters 
from pen pals overseas, books, pamphlets, 
maps, recordings, panel discussions, danc- 
ing, singing, and interpretive exhibits. 
Exhibit material was lent to us from 
intercultural groups, from many interest- 
ed friends, and from the Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art. The Cleveland Museum 
of Art was most cooperative and generous, 
lending valuable and unusual objects, and 
during the next season the Cleveland 
Museum of Art will be one of the spon- 
sors. 


The series, endorsed by public and pa- 
rochial schools, as well as by youth- 
serving community agencies, has drawn 
audiences from 250 to 600 young people 
and is being continued in 1946-47. 

In the fall, in addition to the program 


held at Main Library, smaller groups 
are being sponsored in churches, can- 
teens, settlements, and branch libraries. 


A leaders’ traning class will be organized 
for adult advisors and for the young 
people from the neighborhoods or agen- 
cies wishing to use this program resource. 


Biography 

Is a two-way mirror: 

In retrospect 

We greet the great of all time, 
In prospect 

We envision ourselves 


Built upon their virtues. 


—Mate Graye Hunt 
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A REPORT AND AN INVITATION 


(Continued from Page 13) 


To make these publications of utmost 
value, much more observation and experi- 
mentation is needed. If each member 
of the AASL would assign herself the 
task of studying closely the use of one 
group of magazines this year, and report 
the findings to this committee, we should 
have a much surer basis for recommenda- 
tion than now exists. And if fifty school 
librarians with adequate budgets would 
take for one year all periodicals in one 
subject field (in many large schools and 
in many subjects this project would mean 
the addition of only a few magazines to 
the present subscription list) and obtain 
comments from students and teachers who 
use them, we should have a body of in- 
formation which would fully repay the 
time spent by each individual. 


Typical questions for study might be: 
Do you prefer STUDENT LIFE or 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES? DRAMATICS 
or THEATRE ARTS MONTHLY? If 
there is a photography club in your 
school, which magazines are used by be- 
ginners? Which by advanced enthusi- 
asts? Do you subscribe to any picture 
magazines, and if so, are they used by 
students concerned with the technique of 
picture taking, or solely by those interest- 
ed in current events? Are any stamp 
magazines needed in your library? If so, 
which ones? Please write the Chair- 
man or any committee member for further 
suggestions, or tell us of any phose of 
magazine use on which you can work this 
year. 


Laura Martin, 
University of Kentucky, Lexington 


(Editor’s Note: Miss Martin’s ex- 
cellent MAGAZINES FOR SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES, rev. ed., H. W. Wilson, 
1946, classifies and evaluates and will 
be an indispensable handbook for 
those participating in the study.) 


TOP OF THE NEWS 


WORLD CONGRESS ON AIR AGE 
EDUCATION 


The firsts WORLD CONGRESS ON 
AIR AGE EDUCATION, held at Inter- 
national House, New York City, August 
21-28, was attended by Mabel Williams 
and Margaret Lee as A.L.R. representa- 
tives (the only other librarian among 
some three hundred delegates being Helen 
H. Bennett representing Harrison High 
School in the New York State delega- 
tion). 


The conclusions of the Congress were, 
briefly, that “aviation education” must 
be incorporated in all present areas of 
the curriculum; that to meet the demands 
of life today there must be introduced 
into general, into vocational, and _ into 
professional education two phases of air 
age education: (1) air transportation and 
(2) the problems derived from it. 


There seemed to be some confusion 
of aim among the speakers and in the 
discussions—ranging from the objective 
of world peace through international un- 
derstanding down through various levels 
to the desire to make everyone a plane 
pilot. 


On the other hand, there was an insight 
beyond the immediate and the practical 
into the far-reaching and the philisophical 
implications of the air age by such speak- 
ers as Pearl Buck with her plea for world 
friendship brought about by human-mind- 
ed men as opposed to political minded 
men; Alexander J. Stoddard (superin- 
tendant of schools, Philadelphia) with his 
observations that there is too much desire 
to make everyone alike, and that preju- 
dice is largely based on ignorance; Chih 
Mend (director, China Institute in Ameri- 
ca) with his contention that information 
and books are not enough, that attitudes 
must be developed through contact; and 
Gill Robb Wilson (aviation editor, New 
York Herald Tribune) 


The Proceedings of the Conference will 
appear in print about October 1. 
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Division Officers 
(Continued from Page 1) 
Board of Directors Continued 

Mrs. Elizabeth Brand, Head, Young 
People’s Department, Public Li- 
brary, Toledo, Ohio. 

Rheta Clark, School Adviser, State 
Public Library Commission, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. 

Representatives on the A.L.A. Council 
will be announced in the next issue of 

Top of the News. 

Division Committees: 

Booklist: Chairman: 

Chairman: Margaret Alexander 
Edwards (PY) 1949; Eileen Riols 
(PY) 1947; Mabel Turner, (S) 
1948; Mrs. Alice Marston, (S) 
1947; Louise Meredith, (S) 1949; 
Winifred Jackson (PY) 1946. 

Constitution: Irene Hayner (S) and 

Elizabeth Briggs (PC) 
Chairman, Iva 
1947 Dorothy de 
1948 Mary Read 


Division News: 
Walker (S) 
Goza (PC) 
(PY) 1948. 

Editorial: Chairman, Virginia Chase, 
(PC) 1949; Mary Read (PY) 
1948; Margaret Greer (S) 1948; 
Elizabeth Groves (PC) 1949. 

Elections: Sue Hefley (S) 

Evaluation of Book Selection Aids: 
Chairman, Ruth Ersted, (S) 
1947; Ruth Giles, (PC) 1947; 
Frances Burnside, (PC) 1947; 
Lilian Batchelor (S) 1948; 
Trean Maddox, (S) 1948; Fran- 
ces Grim (PY) 1949. 

International Relations: Chairman, 
Jean Thomson, (PC) 1948; Ruth 
Hennig, (S) 1949; Jean Gardi- 
ner Smith (S) 1948; Ruth Giles 
(PC) 1949; Gladys Shepley 
(PC) 1947; Sarah Beard (PY) 
1947; Ethel Bubb (PC) 1949. 

Magazine Publicity: Chairman, Mrs. 
Lillian Nicholas (PC) 1949; 
Mrs. Caroline Siebens, (S) 
1949; Helen O’Conor, (PY) 
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1949; Mrs. Elizabeth Brand, 
(PY) 1948; Marion Horton (S) 
1947. 


Membership: Chairman, Eleanor 
Kidder, (PY); Doris Wood, 
(PY); Helen Bough (PC); Edna 
Ballard (S). 


Planning for Libraries: Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, (PC) Ohio, Chairman; 
Jean C. Roos, (PY), Ohio; Har- 
riet Long, (PC), Ohio; Mabel 
Williams, (PY), New York; 
Mary Lucas, (PC), New Jersey; 
Irene Branham, (PC), Cali- 
fornia; Advisory, Frances Henne, 
(S), Illinois; Mrs. Mary Peacock 
Douglas, (S), North Carolina, 
Consultant, Emerson Greenaway, 
Maryland. 


Sub-Committees Preparing Two Bro- 

chures: 

1. Work with Children Draft: Mary 
R. Lucas, Chairman, Newark, 
New Jersey; Elsie Dobbins, Mont- 
clair, New Jersey; Dorothy Ham- 
ilton, Palo Alto, California; 
Claire Nolte, Los Angeles County, 
California; Evelyn Sickels, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. 

Work with Young People Draft: 
Mabel Williams, Chairman, New 
York City; Sarah Beard, Boston, 
Massachusetts; Margaret Alex- 
ander Edwards, Baltimore, Mary- 
land; Margaret Scoggins, New 
York City; Mrs. Beatrice Schein, 
Newark, New Jersey; Jean C. 
Roos, Cleveland, Ohio; Eleanor 
Hermann, St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Mrs. Frances Redman Shipman, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

develop needed materials on li- 
brary standards and services for 
school libraries and for work 
with children and young people 
in public libraries. 

Professional Training and Recruit- 
ing: To be announced later. 


(Continued on Page 19) 





WORK CONFERENCES 


Geneseo, New York. “The School Li- 
brary and the Adolescent” was the theme 
for the sixth annual work conference for 
school librarians in service held at State 
Teachers College, Geneseo, New York, 
July 30-August 2. Frieda Heller, Associ- 
ate Professor and Librarian of University 
High School and author of many studies 
of adolescent reading, conducted the work- 
shop. Tuesday, July 30, was Book and 
Author Day, and the speakers and their 
subjects were: Anne Carroll Moore, “A 
Century of Children’s Books’; Kurt 
Wiese, “An Illustrator Illustrates’; and 
Anne Thaxter Eaton, who spoke at the 
Conference dinner. Special events in- 
cluded a tea, a concert, and a picnic. At 
the latter, story telling by students of 
the department of library education was 
featured. 


Alice Damon Rider, 
State Teachers’ College, 
Geneseo, N. Y. 


Knoxville, Tennessee. A work confer- 
ence for librarians and teachers was held 
June 3-15 on the University of Tennessee 
campus under the joint sponsorship of 
the Division of Libraries, State Depart- 
ment of Education and the Department 
of Library Service, University of Tennes- 
see. Mrs. Margaret K. Walraven, Li- 
brarian, N. R. Crozier Technical High 
School, Dallas, was the director. There 
were in addition nine consultants, includ- 
ing members of the staff of the two spon- 
soring agencies, regional librarians, one 
supervisor of county school libraries, the 
field representative for the Library Com- 
mittee of the Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools, and the edi- 
tor for the post-conference publication. 
Other members of the College of Educa- 
tion and of the State Department of Edu- 


cation staff participated also. 
The theme for the conference was 
“Books and Readers in the Library.” 
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Areas for group work, selected in ad- 
vance by the participants, included the 
following: Teachers and Librarians Work- 
ing Together in Book Selection Publicity 
and Library Displays Reading Guidance; 
Magazines: Selection, Stimulation of Use, 
Care, Binding, and Filing; Simplified 
Technical Processes; The Library and 
Audio-Visual Aids; Teaching the Use 
of the Library. 


Much of the conference was devoted to 
group work, but there were various addi- 
tional features; such as, panel discussions 
on “Problems of the Southern Area,” “Se- 
lection, Evaluation, and Utilization of 
Classroom Films,” “Administrative Prob- 
lems in School Library Management,” 
“Student Assistants and Library Clubs,” 
a series of brief talks on library service, 
new professional tools, and the school li- 
brary and vocational guidance; numerous 
films; a book mending demonstration; an 
informal hour of literary and educational 
recordings; an art demonstration; book 
reviews by one of the participants and by 
students from one of the local high schools. 
High-lights of the two-week session were 
a week-end in Gatlinburg, gateway to 
the Smokies, and an Author Day with 
informal discussions by Dr. A. L. Crabb, 
Mrs. Christine Govan, and Mr. Rhea 
Wells. 


Arrangements were made for partici- 
pants to receive three quarter hours’ 
under-graduate or graduate credit either 
in Education or in Library Service. Of 
the twenty-nine people attending, thir- 
teen chose to work for credit. 


The post conference publication, divided 
into two parts covering Conference Pro- 
ceedings and Organization of the Work 
Conference will be available in October 
or November. It may be secured from 
the Cooperative Bookstore, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, for $1.00 plus post- 
age. 


Velma R. Shaffer, 


University of Tennessee, Knoxville 


October 





AASL NEWS LETTER 


WHEELER REPORT 
By Margaret K. Walraven 


Progress and Problems in Education for 
Librarianship, by Joseph L. Wheeler 


(Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
1946, gratis) provoked serious discussions 
at the Buffalo Conference and additional 
repercussions are now appearing in cur- 
rent professional literature. 

Robert M. Lester, Secretary to the 
Corporation, explains in a foreword that 
because of Dr. Wheeler’s long and dis- 
tinguished career as librarian and teach- 
er he was requested by the Carnegie cor- 
poration to make a study and to submit a 
report of his conclusions on the problems 
in education for librarianship. 

In his report, Dr. Wheeler devotes very 
little space specifically to education for 
school librarians. He does recognize the 
rapid expansion in the development of 
school libraries in both large and small 
schools which creates the demand for an 
increasing number of trained school li- 
brarians and teacher librarians. He ob- 
serves that “training for school librarians 
and teacher-librarians must be available 
at teachers’ colleges and in summer ses- 
sions.” He further notes that... “Certi- 
fication of school librarians and teacher- 
librarians is already enforced in thirty- 
four states and in the District of Columbia. 
In some instances preparation in education 
as well as in library science is required.” 

In Dr, Wheeler’s discussion of the 
Type III library school (those offering 
one year of library science on the under- 
graduate level) he indicates that such 
preparation is inferior and his implications 
are a challenge to those concerned with 
the professional preparation of school li- 
brarians. 


Harriet E. Howe, Director, School of 
Librarianship, University of Denver, re- 
plies to Dr. Wheeler in “The Type III 
Library School,” Library Journal 71: 949- 
52, July, 1946. She reports that the Uni- 
versity of Denver School of Librarianship 
is accredited as a Type III school and 
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is proud of its graduates who are in 
school libraries as well as of those in pub- 
lic, college, and special library work; that 
the majority of its students do not go 
into school libraries from the regular 
academic year; that in summer courses 
the groups are predominately school li- 
brarians and college graduates; that re- 
quests which come to Denver for recom- 
mendation in the school library field are 
apt to specify a fifth year preparation, 
either a Master's or the B.S. in LS. 
“which in the Denver Public Schools is 
recognized as the equivalent of a Master’s 
degree in promotions and in salary in- 
creases. The college requests are next to 
the school requests for the higher amount 
of preparation,” writes Miss Howe. She 
also makes the point that on many college 
campuses seniors are allowed to enroll in 
graduate courses. 


Many strong arguments for the Type 
III school and a discussion of the quality 
of work done characterize Miss Howe’s 
article. It is hoped that many school 
librarians will familiarize themselves 
with these reports. A job analysis of 
school librarianship seems demanded — 
one that emphasizes the teacher aspect 
of such work. 


DIVISION COMMITTEES 
(Continued from Page 17) 


Radio Broadcasts and _ Records: 
Chairman, Mrs. Dilla McBean 
(S) 1948; Jasmine Britton (S) 
1947; Maria Cimino (PC) 1948; 
Mary H. Hinant (PY) 1948; 
Annie S. Cutter (S) 1948, 
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Louise LeFevre, (PY) 1946; 
Evelyn R. Sickels (PC) 1947; 
Margaret K. Walraven (S) 
1948; Mate Graye Hunt (S) 
1948; Margaret Scoggin (PY) 
1948; Frances Burnside (PC) 
1949; Margaret Ward (PY) 
1949. 
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TEXAS APPOINTS STATE 
SCHOOL LIBRARY 
SUPERVISOR 
On June 1, 1946, with the appointment 
of Mattie Ruth Moore as Director of 
School Libraries, Texas became the seven- 
teenth state to have a state school library 
supervisor. Miss Moore was graduated 
with the B. A. degree from Southern 
Methodist University and with the B. S. 
in L. S. from Peabody. She took courses 
in children’s literature and story telling 
at Columbia and at the University of 

Colorado. 

At the time of her appointment, Miss 
Moore was librarian at the Alex Spence 
Junior High School in Dallas. Before 
her librarianship at Spence, Miss Moore 
was successively a clasroom teacher, a 
critic teacher in the cadet teacher-training 
program, and a teacher-librarian. The 
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summer of 1944 Miss Moore organized the 
technical library at North American Avi- 
ation’s Texas plant. 


Also in 1944, Miss Moore was a mem- 
ber of the Newbery-Caldecott Awards 
committee and in 1945-46 she was second 
vice-president and program chairman for 
the Texas Library Association. She was 
chairman of the Librarian’s Section of the 
Institutes in the Dallas Public Schools for 
two years. 


During August the State Department of 
Education held twenty-four conferences 
for school administrators, Miss Moore 
representing the library program. Since 
the inauguration of state school library 
supervision for interested individuals, 
pride and satisfaction are general that 
so competent a person has been appoint- 
ed to this post. 


eee 
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WRITE IT RIGHT—WHEN YOU PAY YOUR DUES 


If you wish to join a Section of our Division when you pay your dues, be 
sure you fill out the Divisional Membership slip correctly. 


1, Specify the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
on the first line. 


2. Specify the Section you wish to join on the second line. 


Every Divisional member is entitled to join a Section but it must be 
done when dues are paid. If you indicate the Section at that time, you will 
receive the literature distributed by that Section and the Section will receive 
your financial support. 


Read Your Membership Slip Carefully Before Filling It Out 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Send in your change of address promptly to: 
Mildred Walker Adams, 
Sturgis Printing Company, 
Sturgis, Michigan. 


Give your old address and then your new address. 











